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INTRODUCTION 

There is little documentation regarding the origin of water polo. In the 1860s, and possibly 
even earlier, primitive games of "water football" were played in rivers and lakes in Great 
Britain. But it wasn't until 1870 that the London Swimming Association drew up a set of 
rules to govern the game. Originally it was thought that the game would provide something 
new for swimming galas. The term polo comes from the vulcanized, India rubber ball 
which was used in early games. In Hindi the word "pulu," mispronounced by the English, 
was the word for ball. There is no historical connection between water polo and the polo 
played on horses. 

A FANTASY VERSION OF EARLY WATER POLO 

The first recorded description of "aquatic football" involved a match played in open 
water outside London on July 13, 1876. By 1879, keen observers of the game realized that 
if it were developed under proper conditions, the game would prove of intense value as a 
pastime among swimmers. 

Early games were generally exhibitions of brute strength and aquatic wrestling. 
Passing and dribbling were seldom used and games were fought on individual lines: that 
is to say, each player considered it his sole duty, without regard to position, to score goals. 
A goal was scored by placing the ball, with two hands, on the top end of the tank. A 
favorite trick in these early games was to place the small, India rubber ball (ranging from 
five to nine inches in diameter) inside one's drawers, dive under the water, and then appear 
again as near the goal as possible. "Appear" is the proper word for in those days the pool 
water had no filtration system and was, shall we say, cloudy. But this mode of scoring had 
its disadvantages as the goal keeper was permitted to stand on the pool deck and protect 
his goal as he saw fit. Should a forward come up too near the goal, he was promptly 
jumped on by the goalie. 
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In the mid-1880s the game was revolutionized with the introduction of the "trudgeon 
stroke." This new swimming technique resulted in a faster moving and more wide open 
game. Rules moved away from a rugby to a soccer-style of play, and goals were scored 
when the ball was thrown inside the 10' by 3' cages at each end of the pool. Players could 
only be tackled when they "held" the ball, and the ball could no longer be taken under the 
water. The small rubber ball was replaced by a leather soccer ball. 

In 1888 America became the first "foreign" country to play water polo when it was 
introduced by Englishman John Robinson, a professional swimming instructor hired by the 
Boston Athletic Association. Unaware of the new rule changes, Robinson introduced the 
old rugby style which soon took on the characteristics of American football, in the water. 
"American-style" water polo became instantly popular with swimmers and spectators alike, 
and by the 1890s it was taking place in venues such as Madison Square Garden and The 
Boston's Mechanic's Hall where national championship games might attract 14,000 fans. 

MARCH 2, 1900, BOSTON'S MECHANIC'S HALL BEFORE 14,000 SPECTATORS 
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The first published rules for the new, American-style water polo were published in 
the February, 1891, Harper's Weekly Magazine. 

WATER POLO AT THE MANHATTAN ATHLETIC CLUB, FEBRUARY 28, 1891, 
HARPER'S WEEKLY 

It was not the game we know today but was, instead, a game of close formations and 
fierce scrimmages and was played with a small, partially inflated, rubber ball that could be 
taken under water. The object was to touch a four-by-one-foot goal board, a foot above 
the surface of the water, with the ball. In many underwater battles, a player would release 
another only when he was no longer able to endure without air, and victims often floated 
to the surface needing resuscitation. 

American-style water polo was perhaps the roughest game ever played. Not only was 
"holding, sinking and pulling back" legal but so were the "jujitsu toe hold," "back strangle 
hold," and "leg scissors hold." While the main attraction for spectators was violence and 
mayhem, it was a spectacular game featuring such plays as the "flying salmon," where the 
player holding the ball would leap fifteen feet through the air from the backs of his 
teammates and score a goal over the top of the defenders. 
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1899, SECOND OFFICIAL NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS, MADISON SQUARE GARDEN 
COLLIER'S WEEKLY 
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WATER POLO-THE FIRST TEAM SPORT IN THE OLYMPICS 

As the popularity of water polo was spreading throughout the United States, a similar wave 
was sweeping through Europe. With France leading the way, the game became popular in 
Belgium, Germany, Hungary and other countries on the continent. They favored a soccer
style of play, known in the United States as the "English rules." 

OLYMPIAD II, 1900, PARIS, FRANCE 

Olympiad II took place in Paris, France, in 1900, and water polo had become so popular 
that it earned the distinction of becoming the first Olympic team sport. The 1900 Olympic 
water polo tournament attracted little interest in the U.S. A trip to Paris would be 
expensive and because the English rules were used, our team would be forced to play a very 
different game. 

"We want a sport for men, not for young ladies," commented Rex Beach, the rugged 
captain of the Chicago Athletic Association and author of many best selling novels. 
"English polo is too tame for American ideas." 

Nations did not compete against one another in those early games. Countries were, 
instead, represented by private clubs. The nationality of club members was of little 
importance. An interesting example is Andre Roosevelt, Theodore Roosevelt's cousin. 
Andre, a water polo player for the New York Athletic Club, was living in Paris at the time 
of the 1900 Games and he won a gold medal playing soccer for a French club team. 
Ironically, though the United States was not represented by a water polo team in the 1900 
Olympics, we were represented by a water polo player. 

OLYMPIAD III, 1904, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 

St. Louis, Missouri, was the site of the 1904 Olympics and the water polo competition was 
held in an artificial lake specially constructed for the World's Fair and the Olympic Games. 
Several teams from other countries who had traveled to St. Louis backed out when they 
discovered American-style rules would be used. Three U.S. teams were left to compete 
against one another: The New York Athletic Club, the Chicago Athletic Association, and 
the Missouri Athletic Club. 

There had never been as strong a water polo team as the one representing the 
NYAC during the 1904 season; four of its six starters were subsequently inducted into the 
International Swimming Hall of Fame. 

The NY AC captured the gold medal, capping an undefeated and unscored upon 
eighteen-game season schedule by defeating the Missouri AC, 5-0, and the Chicago AA 
6-0. 
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ISHOF 

1904 NEW YORK ATHLETIC CLUB OLYMPIC CHAMPIONS 

STANDING, L to R: Dave Bratton, George Van Cleaf, Budd Goodwin, Joe Ruddy, Fred Wenck; 
SEATED, L to R: Dave Hesser, Lou Handley, Coach Gus Sundstrom, E. Wenck, Jim Steen 

A tragic footnote to the winning of the United States only Olympic water polo gold 
medal was the death of at least three players who were stricken with typhoid within weeks 
of the tournament. 

The following account by International Swimming Hall of Fame honoree, Budd 
Goodwin, a member of the gold medal team who was also stricken, appeared in the New 
York Herald. 
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"With such water as we were compelled to enter at St. Louis it is no wonder that 
strong and well-trained athletes like Dave Bratton and George Van Cleaf-an outstanding 
player of the era-were fatally stricken. The pond in which the water polo was held was an 
artificial affair covering an area of about two acres. On one edge was an animal cage, the 
sewage emptying into the pond. On the other end was a house built for the United States 
life savers, who gave daily exhibitions. The drain pipes of the life savers' house emptied 
into the pond in full view of all competitors who remarked at the time that it was terrible 
water to ask anyone to swim in. 

"The pond was fed by a two inch pipe. It was seven feet deep at all parts, and a four 
inch drain pipe seven and a half feet above the bottom carried off the water when the level 
rose. People bathed their dogs in the pond. Trick bears were allowed to swim and wallow 
in the water, stirring up the sediment in the early morning. The bottom of the pond was 
covered with six inches of dirt, the drainage from the life savers house, and the animal cage. 
I know, because I was forced to the bottom by my opponents on several occasions. 

"The water was green and slimy, like stagnant, putrid pools found in swamps. After 
the first day's competition, seven of twelve NYAC men were compelled to take to bed, sick 
from the effects of the water in which they swam." 

Mr. James E. Sullivan, after whom the "Sullivan Award" is named, was the Director 
of Physical Culture at the St. Louis Exposition and in direct charge of the swimming and 
water polo competitions. He strenuously denied that the water was in any way impure and 
ridiculed the players' accusations. 

ISHOF 
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L. deB. HANDLEY 

OLYMPIAD IV, 1908, LONDON, ENGLAND 

The leading force behind the United States' adoption of the 
English rules was L. deB. Handley, captain of the NYAC. "I 
am heartily in favor of the English game being taken up, as 
there are many good swimmers either not strong enough or 
without nerve enough to play under our own rules, and to them 
the game would be a godsend," said Handley. "And then there 
is the opportunity to compete against foreign teams. But as for 
replacing the American with the English game, why, it's 
ridiculous." 

Handley organized tours in the east and midwest, 
demonstrating the English rules, and he advocated sending a 
team to compete in the 1908 Olympic Games in London. But 
in March, 1908, a disgracefully violent national championship 
game took place between the NY AC and the Chicago AA and 
players from both teams were taken, unconscious, to the 
hospital. The Amateur Athletic Union (AAU) then suspended 
water polo from its list of sanctioned sports. Consequently, we 
sent no team to the 1908 Olympiad in London. 

OLYMPIAD V, 1912, STOCKHOLM, SWEDEN 

In 1912, the AAU restored water polo's sanction and was planning to send a representative 
to Stockholm. But when a rematch between the NY AC and the Chicago AA turned into 
a bloody slugfest, the AAU dropped the sport completely. Once again, no team was sent 
to the Olympic Games. One positive result was that American-style water polo was finished 
in the AAU and in 1913 the AAU adopted the English rules. 

OLYMPIAD VII, 1920, ANTWERP, BELGIUM 

The head swimming and water polo coach for the 1920 Olympics was Otto Wable. Wable 
had been a silver medalist in swimming in 1900, representing Austria. He emigrated to the 
USA in 1901 and joined the NY AC. By 1920 he was one of the most respected aquatics 
coaches in America. As head coach, Wable selected a team of all-stars from among the 
competitors at the national water polo championships. With players from New York, 
Illinois, Missouri, and California, it was the most representative team the United States had 
ever put together. 

Unfortunately, because the players came from all over the country, practice was 
virtually impossible and the first time the team actually trained together was in a 12' by 9' 
swimming tank specially constructed on the deck of the Princess Matoika, the ship that was 
carrying the United States Olympic Team to Antwerp. This ship was a last-minute 
replacement for the Northern Pacific, an up-to-date, fast-moving passenger liner which had 
been damaged on her voyage to New York. The Princess was ancient, slow-moving, and far 
from ideal, but there were no other options for the Olympic Committee. 
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The athletes learned of the change at the farewell meeting hours before embarking 
and were told to accept the difficulties "in the spirit of sportsmanship and of making the 
best of things." As the star of the Games, winning three gold medals in swimming, and a 
WWI veteran and war hero, Norman "Moose" Ross was the chosen leader of the successful 
post game strike against the Matoika,, a ship that was "dirty, vermin-ridden, especially with 
rats, with poor service, poor quarters, and insufficient sanitary arrangements and 
incompetent crew." 

ISHOF 

TEMPORARY 12' BY 9' "SWIMMING TANK" ON DECK OF THE PRINCESS MATO/KA 

The Olympic swimming course was set up in an Antwerp canal and met all the 
requirements of the International Swimming Federation. However, the water was not only 
cold-well below 60 degrees-but also quite dirty. The temperature was hard on the 
swimmers and divers, but the health of the water polo players was endangered. Several had 
to be helped out of the water and required assistance in order to regain the use of their 
limbs. Some members of the team were unable to play in the game for second place, and 
it was necessary to use substitutes with little experience. As a result of the Antwerp 
experience, water temperature standards for Olympic competition were initiated by the 
International Swimming Federation. 

usoc 
THE COLD CANAL COURSE IN ANTWERP, NOTE DIVING TOWER 
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Out of the twelve teams entered, the "C.S. water polo team finished a commendable 
fourth. Still, this was a major disappointme as we felt we had the best players in the 
world. 

USWP 

A SHIVERING MOOSE ROSS BETWEEN GAMES 

-ANO HE CARRIED f\MERICA'.s 
HE~ER AT Sf0ClfHOLl1,1'112. .STANDARD AT AN'fw'ERP IN 1920 
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ISHOF 
MICHAEL "TURK" McDERMOTT WITH 
SOME OF HIS GOLD IN LATER YEARS 

ISHOF 
PERRY McGILLIVRA Y 1920 

OLYMPIAD VIII, 1924, PARIS, FRANCE 

BOB GAUGHRAN 
POOL AT PARIS COMPETITION 
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Ignoring the effects of the cold water ("it was the same for everyone") and the Princess 
Matoika factor, the AAU concluded that our failure to win a medal in 1920 was a result of 
the all-stars lacking the team work necessary for success. In 1924 it was decided that seven 
members from the national championship team would be selected as starters plus four 
players from other teams. With Perry McGillivray of the IAC as coach and the powerful 
IAC forming the team nucleus, the U.S. traveled to Paris with high hopes. 

But the selection of this team provided one more controversy; a controversy that cost 
us a gold medal. Johnny Weismuller, generally regarded as the most powerful player on 
the 1924 team, was also competing as a swimmer. Remembering the ill effects suffered by 
swimmers who were also on the water polo team in the Antwerp Olympics, the AAU ruled 
that Weismuller could not participate in both events. Without the future Tarzan, the U.S. 
lost its opening game to the eventual gold medalist, France, 3-1. Wable and McGillivray 
successfully appealed to the AAU on Weismuller's behalf, a decision which was undoubtedly 
influenced by the fact that he was the most popular athlete at the Games. With Weismuller 
on the team, the U.S. won its next three games. In the playoffs for the silver medal, the 
U.S. lost to Belgium, 2-1, and returned home with the bronze. 

Another member of the 1924 Olympic water polo team was Telford "Ted" Cann. 
Cann was a great, all-around athlete who, in 1917, had been honored with our nation's 
highest military award, the Medal of Honor, for saving the USS May after an explosion had 
ripped a hole in her side. For more than an hour, Cann dove into the icy waters of the 
North Atlantic, stuffing the gaping hole inside and outside the flooded hold with anything 
he and his buddies could find on deck, enabling the ship to eventually make it to the 
Azores for repair. 

ISHOF 

MEDAL OF HONOR WINNER TELFORD CANN 
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In 1920, three years after receiving the Medal of Honor, Telford Cann was the world 
record holder in the 220-yard freestyle and, as our national champion in the 50, 100, and 
200, was favored to win several gold medals after qualifying for the 1920 Olympic swim 
team. Shortly before the Games, however, he was involved in a taxi accident. His leg was 
broken in six places and he was on crutches for over a year. He not only missed his chance 
at Olympic immortality but also an opportunity to join his brother, Howard, a shot putter, 
on the Olympic team. As a result of the accident, Ted retained a permanent limp and 
never again swam in a championship race. But in 1924 he earned a spot on the U.S. 
Olympic water polo team and to this day is the only U.S. Olympic water polo player holding 
the Medal of Honor. 

The 1924 Olympic games were also notable as the first of four in which Frederick 
Lauer and Wally O'Connor appeared. 

The selection process adopted for the 1924 Games proved to be successful, and this 
method was the one used-with slight modifications-for the next 48 years. The process was 
not without its problems, however, and during the 1928 national trials an event took place 
which was described by the Los Angeles Times as, "the most bungled up piece of work in 
the history of AAU athletics." 

The Chicago AA was playing the IAC in a semi-final match for the right to meet 
the Olympic Club (San Francisco) for the title, and regulation play ended in 4-4 deadlock. 
In the first minute of overtime, Rown of the IAC was ejected for roughness and seconds 
later Cochran of the CAA caged a goal for the 6-5 lead. But the goal judge disallowed the 
score, claiming a two-meter violation. Cochran protested that the goal judge had no 
authority to make the call, and he was ejected by the goal judge who cited disrespect. 
When the CAA appealed the call, the referee ruled that the goal judge had the authority 
to disallow the goal but not to eject a player, and Cochran was allowed to remain in the 
game. At this point Buddy Wallen, captain of the IAC team, warned that if Cochran was 
not removed, he would pull his players. The referee stood firm, the IAC players left the 
tank, and a forfeit was declared in favor of Chicago. 

A few hours later the championship committee ruled that the referee had erred and 
they ordered the game replayed. But Chicago refused to play anyone except the Olympic 
Club. Now another forfeit was called, this time in favor of the IAC who went on to defeat 
the Olympic Club, 9-5, in a game that was delayed for several hours because no referee was 
willing to work it. 

Carol Fletcher Metten, seventeen-year-old bronze diving medalist in 1924, recalls a 
team composed of 250 men and 14 women: "I had a ball, particularly at the ship's parties 
over and back." 
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OLYMPIAD IX, 1928, AMSTERDAM, HOLLAND 

usoc 

In our first match at the 1928 Olympic games in Amsterdam, the United States had the 
misfortune to draw Hungary, the European Champion, and our team was decisively 
defeated. The team went on to finish seventh and a major fault with American water polo 
was highlighted. Our games-national championships as well as Olympic tryouts-were held 
in small, indoor pools and, consequently, were handicapped when placed in large, outdoor 
pools. The AAU reported that it would be useless to enter another water polo team in the 
Olympics unless we developed large, outdoor pools in which to hold our competitions. 

ISHOF 

JOHNNY WEISMULLER, 1924 
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OLYMPIAD X, 1932, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

LOS ANGELES COLISEUM POOL, 1932 

Behind strong performances by Wally O'Connor, two-meter giant Phil Daubenspeck, and 
Austin Clapp (a member of the 1928 Olympic swim team), the Los Angeles Athletic Club 
became the "Home Town Team" in the 1932 Los Angeles Olympics. The legendary 
Hawaiian swimmer, Duke Kahanamoku, was another member of this 1932 Olympic water 
polo team. 

The LAAC Olympic tryout victory heralded a shift in the capital of American water 
polo from the east to the west coast where year-round training in large, outdoor pools was 
possible. 

In spite of a world-wide depression, fans packed the 1932 Olympic Swimming 
Stadium to watch our team and the small field of competitors from five other countries. 
We played well, earning a 4-4 tie against the defending Olympic champions from Germany. 
Our only loss was to Hungary, 7-0, a team which outclassed the field. We were awarded 
the bronze medal on goal difference. 

Forty long years would pass before the U.S.A. would win another Olympic medal 
in water polo. 

But the biggest story of the 1932 Olympic water polo tournament was Brazil. Short 
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of funds, the Brazilians paid for their trip by selling coffee beans at ports along their ocean 
voyage route. The trip was grueling, and the team not only arrived in Los Angeles late, but 
also with rules of the game that differed from those accepted by the rest of the world. 
They appeared shocked when fouls were called against them in their 6-1 loss to the United 
States. In their second game, early goals by the Germans soured their team disposition 
even more and they began to blame the referee, Bela Komjadi of Hungary. Sympathetic 
American spectators lustily booed Komjadi as he repeatedly waved Brazilian players from 
the tank for rough play. Forty fouls were assessed against the Brazilians while the Germans 
were called for only four. 

When the final whistle blew, ending the fray, Dr. De Cilva, the enraged six-foot-six
inch Brazilian goalie, and his teammates bounded out of the tank and gave chase to 
Komjadi. They eventually caught him in the fifth row of the grandstand where De Cilva 
landed a clout on Komjadi's whiskers that nearly decapitated him. At this point police 
officers stepped in to quell what was sure to become a full-scale riot. 

Komjadi, who was credited with water polo becoming the national sport of Hungary 
and who was popular throughout Europe, regained his sense of humor after things had 
quieted down. "I guess I don't know the Brazilian rules," he commented with a twinkle in 
his eye. 

Olympic officials banned the Brazilian team for the rest of the Games. 

ISHOF 
BRAZILIAN TEAM MEMBERS ATTACKING REFEREE KOMJADI 
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RICHIE DAUBENSPECK 

PHIL DAUBENSPECK, COACH FRANK RIVAS, 
WALLY O'CONNER, 1929 

AAF 

DUKE KAHANAMOKU, 1920 

OLYMPIAD XI, 1936, BERLIN, GERMANY 

The Olympic tryouts in 1936 were particularly competitive, and to reach the finals the 
LAAC squeaked past the IAC, 3-2, while the NYAC edged the California Collegiate All
Stars by the same score. With Phil Daubenspeck scoring two goals and Wally O'Connor 
scoring one, the LAAC advanced to the Games in Berlin. 

Wally O'Connor, who was our Olympic team captain for the fourth time, carried the 
flag for the United States Olympic Team as it entered the stadium. 

Sixteen nations were entered in the water polo competition, and the teams were 
divided into four groups. Each team played against the other three in its bracket with only 
the top two moving on. The United States finished third in its grouping and was eliminated 
from the competition after two, heart-breaking, one-goal losses to Holland and Belgium. 

One of the best players on the team was Ray Ruddy of the NY AC. Ruddy was the 
son of legendary Joe Ruddy, a 1904 Olympic gold medalist in both swimming (200-free 
relay) and water polo. Ray and Joe Ruddy are one of the U.S.A.'s father-son water polo 
Olympians; Ray is another of our two-sport Olympians; and with the inclusion of Ray's 
cousin Stephen who played in 1920, three members of the Ruddy family have participated 
in the Games. 

In 1928 when he was fifteen, Ray Ruddy broke Johnny Weismuller's world record 
in the 400-meter freestyle and, in Amsterdam, was one of the favorites in that event. In 
1932, he was selected as one of the four all-stars to play on the Olympic water polo team. 
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usoc 
1936 U.S. OLYMPIC WATER POLO TEAM 

L TOR: KNEELING: Clyde Swendsen, Ray Ruddy; STANDING: Charles McCallister, Herbert Wildman, 
Dixon Fiske, Frank Graham, Kenny Beck, William Kelly, Fred Lauer; TOP: Charles Finn, Phil Daubenspeck, 
Wally O'Conner 

ISHOF 
JOE AND RAY RUDDY COMPARING STROKES 

18 



OLYMPIAD XIV, 1948, LONDON, ENGLAND 

If the Olympic Games had been held in Tokyo in 1940 as originally planned, it is probable 
that the LAAC would have once again represented the United States. As it was, four of 
the LAAC team members from the 1936 team competed in the 1948 Olympic Trials held 
in St. Louis. 

Though the LAAC completely dominated the trials, a very young team from El 
Segundo, California, introduced a faster passing and moving game which was not dependent 
upon the hole man. 

Immediately after the trials, the LAAC team departed for London. After winning 
its initial game, 7-0, against Uruguay, Team USA tied powerful Belgium, 4-4. After a 7-0 
loss to Sweden, the team was eliminated from further competition. Belgium went on to 
finish fourth in the eighteen-team field. 

According to team member Devere Christensen, England was still recovering from 
WWII; consequently, the pools were not heated and our team never did acclimate to the 
cold water. 

DEVERE CHRISfENSEN 
1948 OLYMPIC TEAM AT ENGLISH TRAINING POOL 

L to R: Kenny Beck, Bob Bray, Ralph Budelman, Lee Case, Devere Christensen, Harold Dash, Dixon Fiske, 
Eddie Knox, Jerry Miller, Don Tierney, Frank Walton 

OLYMPIAD XV, 1952, HELSINKI, FINLAND 

The Olympic Trials were held at the Astoria Pool in Queens, New York City, in 1952. The 
victor in this spirited, hard-fought event was the young team from El Segundo, ably coached 
by Urho Saari and led by the unstoppable, two-meter man, Bob Hughes, who scored fifteen 
goals in three games. The deciding score was made in the last twenty seconds by nineteen
year-old Bill Dornblaser. 

The 1952 Olympics were held in Helsinki, Finland, and the water polo tournament 
was unusual in several respects. It was the largest in Olympic history with 21 entries, 
including Russia which was participating for the first time. Another notable aspect of the 
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competition was the successful inauguration of a new rule which allowed players freedom 
of motion after a foul call and play was speeded up considerably. 

JIM NORRIS 
1952 OLYMPIC WATER POLO TEAM 

L to R, FRONT: Coach Urho Saari, Harry Bisbey, Ace Burns, Bob Hughes, Ed Jaworski; BACK: Jim Norris, 
Bill Lake, Jack Spargo, Bob Kohler, Bill Kooistra, Bill Dornblaser, Pete Stange, Team Manager John Curran 

usoc 
1952 U.S. TEAM CIRCLING HELSINKI STADIUM (NOTE: FRONT ROW IS IN STEP!) 
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JIM NORRIS 
1952 OLYMPIC TEAMS MASSED ON FIELD FOR TORCH LIGHTING 

JIM NORRIS 
1952 WATER POLO -AQUATIC VENUE 
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JIM NORRIS 
1952 USA VS. ROMANIA-BOB HUGHES HAS JUST SCORED 

REMARKABLE SPAN WITH BOB HUGHES TOWERING OVER 
PETE STANGE, JACK SPARGO, BILL DORNBLASER, AND JIM NORRIS 

22 
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Although they entered the tournament lightly regarded, our team earned a spot in 
the semi-finals after wins over Spain, Belgium, Great Britain, and Austria. The team ended 
up in fourth place after a heartbreaking 5-4 loss to Italy followed by a loss to silver medalist 
Yugoslavia, 4-2. Encouraged during the game against Italy by Europeans who were booing 
in the stands and by U.S. shot putter Jim Fuchs who offered to jump in the pool and rescue 
Jack Spargo, the team members asked Coach Saari to protest the giveaway game to Italy 
but he decided against it. 

The Europeans were still using a red leather ball. Halfway through each game, as 
it became water-logged and much heavier, it resembled a rocket when thrown at the goalie. 

OLYMPIAD XVI, 1956, MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA 

usoc 
1956 U.S. OLYMPIC WATER POLO TEAM 

L to R: KNEELING: Wally Wolf, Ron Severa, Don Good, Bill Kooistra, Bob Frojen, Jim Gaughran; 
STANDING: Sam Greller, Bob Hahn, Sam Kooistra, Bob Hughes, Bill Ross, Bob Horn, Neill Kohlhase 

In September, 1956, another controversial Olympic trial was held, this time in Los Angeles 
where the temperature was over 100 degrees. The smog was so thick that only the air a 
foot or two above the water's surface was breathable. 

As the tournament progressed, Sam Greller's Illinois AC and Dr. Neil Kohlhase's 
Southern California Water Polo Club emerged as the favorites. Before the start of the 
championship game, the IAC filed a protest. Earlier in the tournament the IAC had played 
the SCWPC "B" team, defeating them by twelve goals. The SCWPC "A" team later beat 
its "B" team by thirteen goals, ensuring that in the event of a tie with the IAC, the "A" team 
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would win on goal difference. The IAC insisted that the "B" team had thrown the game 
and that the scores against the "Bs" should be thrown out. This would leave both teams 
with an identical goal difference average. The AAU Committee decided to defer a ruling 
until after the championship game. 

With so much at stake, the two teams could not agree on a referee. Paul Wacker, 
the Hall of Fame coach of the NYAC, was eventually selected. This probably turned out 
to be the most unfortunate event in his memorable career. 

Wacker was a coach, not a referee, and because of a disability he also had trouble 
getting around. He should never have been selected to referee this particular game. He 
was, however, the only person on whom both coaches could agree-such was the manner of 
selecting referees in those days. 

At the start of the game Paul Wacker was perched, flag in hand, atop a lifeguard 
tower at mid-court. By all accounts, he called a terrible game and when it ended in a 
6-6 deadlock, an irate IAC supporter leaped from the crowd of over 4,000 spectators and 
took a swing at him. Only cool heads prevented a full-scale rhubarb. 

Although the IAC had much support for a rematch, rematches and overtime games 
were not supported by the rules. The committee ruled against the IAC, and the SCPWC 
team plus four members of the IAC went to the Olympics. Two of the IAC players were 
the Kooistra brothers, Bill and Sam. 

The U.S. team finished fifth in the final standings including one-goal losses to both 
Italy and Germany. 

The 1956 Melbourne Olympics are perhaps best remembered for the repercussions 
resulting from Russia's suppression of the Hungarian Revolt, the defection of the Hungarian 
Olympic Team, and the Hungary-Russian donnybrook for the gold. 

Also in 1956, Bob Hughes, our great, 6'6~", 240-pound, two-meter man, was the first 
American athlete since Johnny Weismuller to compete in two different Olympic sports in 
the same Olympic Games. Hughes was the world record holder in the 100-meter 
breaststroke and generally swam the entire hundred meters under water. Had that been 
an event in Melbourne, he would have been the favorite. As it was he won the 200-breast 
at the Olympic trials and in addition to competing in this event at the Olympic Games, he 
was a member of the U.S. water polo team. 

Shortly after the 1956 Olympics, Hughes, a remarkable athlete who enjoyed ocean 
sports, took part in a contest at Marineland in Palos Verdes, California. The first swimmer 
to catch the shark that had been released earlier would win a $1000 cash prize. Divers 
showed up wearing full wet suits and scuba tanks. Hughes was wearing only his Speedos, 
fins, and a pair of goggles, but before the contest began he had briefly studied the shark's 
swimming pattern. The divers were invited to enter the water, the chuckles abated, the gun 
sounded, and almost before the other divers could clear their mouthpieces, Hughes surfaced 
with the shark in hand. Because he had captured the shark before the TV cameras were 
prepared to shoot, they asked if he would mind repeating the feat. His second trip under 
water was over as quickly as his first, and he picked up the cash and headed for the surf. 

Another incredible athlete who participated in the 1956 Olympics was Wally Wolf. 
Wolf was a two-time Olympian swimmer-1948 and 1952-and a two-time Olympian in water 
polo-1956 and 1960. 
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OLYMPIAD XVII, 1960, ROME, ITALY 

In 1960, Dr. Kohlhase's Lynwood Swim Club squeaked past the Los Angeles Swim Club by 
a score of 6-5 to win the Olympic berth for Rome. 

The surprise of the 1960 Olympic Trials was the fact that the Lynwood Swim Club 
met what might have been considered the "Lynwood B team" (the Los Angeles Swim Club) 
in the finals and barely won, by a score of 6-5. 

The difference between the U.S. Team, which won four games and lost three over
all, and the top European teams was the experience of regular, tough, international 
competition. The Europeans had it, we didn't, and we ended up seventh among sixteen 
teams. 

BOB HUGHES 
1960 U.S. OLYMPIC WATER POLO TEAM 

L to R, STANDING: Neill Kohlhase, Ron Volmer, Chuck Bittick, Ace Burns, Bob Horn, Gordie Hall, 
Urho Saari; KNEELING: Ron Crawford, Chick Mcilroy, Fred Tissue, Ron Severa, Jim Kelsey, Wally Wolf 

Excelling for the United States was Fred Tissue, Jr., who was the leading scorer of 
the Games with twelve goals. Wally Wolf, competing in his fourth Olympics, was our 
second leading scorer with five goals. 

Team member Bob Horn comments that the Olympics and subsequent competition 
offers an excellent exchange between cultures. Friendships made here continue on for life, 
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particularly with players from defecting countries. An appreciation, of world peoples and 
political systems other than our own is shared. 

usoc 
U.S - YUGOSLAVIA, 2-6, WITH BOB HORN IN GOAL 

OLYMPIAD XVIII, 1964, TOKYO, JAPAN 

The 1964 Olympic trials which were again held in Astoria, Queens, New York, proved to 
be the most closely contested qualification tournament in history. On the last day of the 
trials, Inland Nu-Pike, the City of Commerce, and El Segundo had identical won-loss 
records. The AAU Water Polo Committee (perhaps remembering 1956) ordered a playoff. 
This complicated matters because the swimming trials were scheduled to begin the following 
day. The water polo games were consequently moved from the main pool to the diving 
well. World record holder Roy Saari of El Segundo was also competing in the swim trials 
and literally jumped from one pool to the other. Although the round robin again ended 
in a tie and though they lost twice in the tournament to Inland Nu-Pike, El Segundo ended 
up the winner on goal difference. 
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usoc 
1964 U.S. OLYMPIC WATER POLO TEAM 

L to R, STANDING: Dan Drown, Ron Crawford, Stan Cole, Bob Saari, Ralph Whitney, George Stransky, 
Coach Saari; BOTTOM: Tony Van Dorp, Chick Mcilroy, David Ashleigh, Ned Mcilroy, Paul Mcilroy 

Roy Saari qualified for both the swimming and the water polo teams but was forced 
to choose one sport and decided on swimming. 

WANDA SAARI 
THE SAARI TRIO: ROY, URHO, AND BOB 
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El Segundo's selection for the Tokyo Olympiad meant that only two players on the 
United States team had prior Olympic experience. This inexperience proved costly as the 
team was accustomed to two referees and, in international competition, there was only one. 
Also unaccustomed to the hard, rugged, European-style game, they failed to advance beyond 
the opening round and finished ninth. 

With Urho Saari as the Olympic water polo coach, son Bob Saari a member of his 
team, and son Roy Saari on Olympic swim team, the 1964 Games were possibly the first 
time a father and his two sons participated in the same Olympics. In addition to the Saaris, 
three members of the Mcllroy family, Ned, Paul and Chick, were on the team; a most 
remarkable coincidence. 

Following the disappointing 1964 performance, the AAU was determined to work 
for a more satisfying result. Our swimmers were the best in the world-why wasn't our 
water polo team equally successful? 

The AAU, hoping to increase the popularity of water polo, produced an educational 
film entitled, "U.S. Water Polo," which was hosted and narrated by Academy Award winning 
actor, Burt Lancaster. The film was shown at clinics held throughout the country and 
increased both the popularity of the sport and the quality of play. 

A national team program was also established by the AAU. Two young coaches 
were appointed to organize and lead the team; Art Lambert, who was designated head 
coach, and Monte Nitzkowski, a member of the 1952 Olympic swim team. 

The United States National Water Polo Team was sent to Europe for an eight-week 
tour in 1967. The team finished with a 39-2 record, and the eyes of Europe were opened 
to several new innovations in methods of attack and defense. The team later went on to 
win the Pan American Games and to qualify for a spot in the Olympics held in Mexico City. 

XIX OLYMPIAD, 1968, MEXICO CITY, MEXICO 

Prior to the 1968 Olympics, a four-week training camp was held for the twenty-two top 
players who had earlier been selected at the Summer Nationals. An exhibition was then 
held at the Olympic swimming trials by the team which had now been narrowed down to 
seventeen players. They then moved on to Colorado Springs for a four-week, high-altitude 
camp where the team was further pared to eleven who would be representing the United 
States at the Olympic Games in Mexico City. 

The 1968 team opened with what must be considered one of the strangest games in 
Olympic history. Our team outshot the team from Cuba, 19-0, yet ended up in a 6-6 tie; 
eleven of these twelve points were earned on penalty throws. Although Cuba's Periche 
played an unbelievable game that included eighteen saves in addition to three blocked 
penalty shots, it says a lot about the rules of the day and the power of a single referee. 

Our team suffered a severe blow in the preliminary round when Gary Sheerer, who 
was considered by many to be our best player, was injured in the game against Hungary and 
was unable to play in the remaining portion of the tournament. Before Sheerer's injury, we 
were dominating the play and leading Hungary, 1-0, but we lost the game, 5-1, and then lost 
to Russia, 8-3. 

We rebounded nicely with wins over a good Holland team, 6-3, and finished with a 
fifth place standing by defeating East Germany with a score of 6-4. Our finish earned us 
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an automatic berth in the 1972 Olympics. 
Bruce Bradley was our high scorer with seventeen goals and Barry Weitzenberg was 

selected to play in the "Gala," a game which took place the final night of the swimming 
competition between all-star players selected from all the countries entered. Tony Van 
Dorp got the best of his brother, Fred, who played for the team from Holland. 

XX OLYMPIAD, 1972, MUNICH, GERMANY ~ 
When the 1972 Games took place in Munich, Monte Nitzkowski and Art Lambert switched 
roles; Nitzkowski was designated head coach, Lambert was his assistant, and Bob Helmick 
was team manager. 

The Munich Games proved to be the most competitive and exciting in Olympic 
history and we were in the thick of the action. Behind the rifle arms of Bruce Bradley and 
James Ferguson, we outgunned Yugoslavia, the defending Olympic Champs, 5-3, and ended 
our opening round play with a perfect 5-0 record. At this point the team was thinking in 
terms of gold and silver but twice let what should have been decisive leads dissolve into ties 
and the big medals slipped away. We led 4-1 in the game against West Germany, but the 
Germans ended up tying the game, 4-4. Then, in our match against Russia and with only 
one day of play remaining, we were up 6-4 in the final quarter when the Russians tied the 
game, 6-6. 

usoc 



The final day of competition had the USA playing Italy for the bronze. According 
to captain Gary Sheerer, "The team was aware we were playing for our first medal since 
1932, but we felt from the beginning that we had a good chance of winning the whole 
thing." 

Entering the fourth quarter and leading by 6-4, the outcome seemed to lie in the 
hands of goalie Jim Slatton. "The sun was in my eyes and I could hardly see," Slatton said 
later. "If the Italians had realized the situation, I think they would have fired more often 
from different angles. We would have been in real trouble." 

We held on to win, 6-5. Sheerer and Bradley scored two goals each and Bradley 
ended as the team's leading scorer with seventeen tournament goals. 

BRUCE BRADLEY 
MEDAL CEREMONY AT MUNICH 

Following the competition, our team manager threw a party to celebrate America's 
return as an international power. The celebration was short-lived as news broke concerning 
the Olympic massacre of eleven Israeli athletes. 

With the majority of our 1972 members retiring, our team faced a rebuilding 
situation. Even so, we finished in a tie for fourth at the 1973 World Championships. We 
knew we had some great young players coming up and many were predicting gold in 1976. 
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XXI OLYMPIAD, 1976, MONTREAL, CANADA 

Normally, our third place finish in 1972 would have automatically qualified us for the 1976 
Olympic Games in Montreal, but under new F.1.N.A. guidelines we either had to finish in 
the top six at the second World Championships in 1975 or win the Pan American Games. 
Neither of these goals was achieved and for the first time in our history the U.S. failed to 
qualify for the Olympic Games. 

The disappointment of 1976 became the catalyst which jolted USA water polo into 
the modern era. For years, while the rest of the world fielded national teams that had been 
playing together as a unit from one Olympiad to the next, we were putting a team together 
only a few months before each Game. It was obvious the changes implemented in 1968 
were not enough; something more had to be done. 

Working on less than a shoestring budget, Monte Nitzkowski and Ken Lindgren 
shouldered the load and put together a national team for the next quadrennial, hoping to 
rise-phoenix-like-from the ashes of Montreal. And if it were not for the dedication, 
sacrifice-both financially and socially-of the coaches, players, managers, and administrators 

·of_ USA water polo, the rise in the fortunes of our water polo program might have been 
viewed as miraculous. Nitzkowski's men, touring the world, outclassed every opponent, and 
we were the odds-on favorite for the gold in Moscow. And then our beautiful phoenix was 
shot down by President Carter's boycott. 

All that work. .. all that sacrifice ... for what? 

TERRY SAYRING 
1980 U.S. OLYMPIC WATER POW TEAM 

The United States participation in the 1980 Olympic Games which were held in Moscow 
was cancelled due to a Presidential decision. 
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When the smoke had cleared, our tears had dried, and the Moscow Games were 
history, the answer seemed obvious ... gasp ... four more years ... Los Angeles 1984! 

Doug Burke, Jody Campbell, Chris Dorst, Terry Schroeder, Kevin Robertson, Jon 
Svendsen, Joe Vargas, John Siman, Drew McDonald, Nitzkowski, and Lindgren would stay 
together for four more years. Most would have retired after 1980. Absence does make the 
heart grow fonder. 

In February of 1984, in the hopes that we could overcome the handicap of our being 
relatively isolated from international water polo, we initiated a new program. A full-time 
training program was put into place six months before the Games. This move paid off and 
Germany and the U.S. came into the Games as co-favorites. The Soviets parlayed Carter's 
boycott with one of their own, taking most of the Eastern Bloc countries with them. 
Neither Russia nor Hungary were represented in Los Angeles, but the other water polo 
teams were there. 

XXIII, 1984, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

JIM NORRIS 



PEIECUTINO 
1984 U.S. OLYMPIC WATER POLO TEAM 

L to R, FRONT ROW: Drew McDonald, Jamie Bergeson, Doug Burke, Kevin Robertson, Gary Figueroa, 
Tim Shaw; SECOND ROW: Jody Campbell, Chris Dorst, Terry Schroeder, Jon Svendsen, Peter Campbell; 
THIRD ROW: John Siman, Joe Vargus, Craig Wilson, Steve Hamann 

Our players were the glamour boys of the games. Terry Schroeder was cast in bronze, our 
poster was a best seller, and the team was undefeated going into the gold medal game 
against Yugoslavia. Pumped up by the cheers of the 5000 fans who crammed into the 
venue at Pepperdine University, the USA jumped out to a 5-2 lead midway through the 
third period. But the crowd was momentarily silenced when Bebic's goal tied the game, 
5-5, midway through the final period. If the game ended in a tie, the Yugoslavians would 
win on goal difference. 

The referees, who up to this point had controlled the game by calling a normal 
number of fouls, did a complete turnaround. Swallowing their whistles, the referees "let 'em 
play." As the clock ticked down this worked to the advantage of the Yugoslavians who 
relied on the good, old-fashioned, physical-style water polo and the game ended in a tie. 
("Physical" meaning players who need to wear their second of two swimsuits because they 
never know who might be holding what's left of the first.) 

"I'd rather lose the gold medal by a goal than to have the doggone thing end up in 
a tie," Nitzkowski commented. 

For the first time since 1920, our 1984 team was minus a returning Olympic water 
polo veteran, but we did have Tim Shaw, winner of the 1975 Sullivan Award and an 
Olympic swimmer who had held ten world records and won gold and silver medals in 
Montreal. 
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"GOALIES OUT" 1984 

1984 SIL VER MEDALISTS 
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XX.IV OLYMPIAD, 1988, SEOUL, KOREA 

Under the guidance of their new coach, Bill Barnett, and with five veterans returning, the 
team remained a power for the next four years, and in 1988 we again entered the Games 
as one of the favorites. 

usoc 
1988 U.S. OLYMPIC WATER POLO TEAM 

L to R, FIRST ROW: Mike Evans, Alan Mouchewar, Chris Duplanty, Terry Schroeder, Craig Wilson; 
SECOND ROW: Dave Almquist, Bill Barnett, Jeff Campbell and his brother Peter Campbell, James Bergeson, 
Steve Heaston; THIRD ROW: Doug Kimbell, Craig Klass, Dennis Fosdick, Greg Boyer, Kevin Robertson, 
Jody Campbell 

Our first game in Seoul saw us beat Yugoslavia, 7-6, on James Bergeson's "greenie" 
goal with five seconds left in the game. But after our loss to Spain, we needed a win over 
the powerful Hungarians to advance to the medal round; a loss or a tie and we would be 
out. At 2:22, Toth's goal put the Hungarians on top, 8-7. Enter Mike Evans who tied the 
game at 1:39 and put us ahead with another goal at :30. Time to celebrate? 

Not yet. After a questionable kick out, Gyongyosi tied the score at :15. Influenced 
by Nitzkowski's comment regarding a tie, six players sprinted toward the goal at the restart. 
Evans, who was open, caught the pass and though everyone expected him to shoot, he 
passed the ball to Schroeder at the two-meter line. The pass draws a crowd but Schroeder 
somehow slam-dunks the ball through the goalie before time has expired, and the USA 
advances. 

A hard-fought victory over the Russians sets up a gold medal rematch with 
Yugoslavia. Our team took an early 5-2 lead, just as it had done in 1984. Then, again 
repeating the 1984 experience, the game ended in a tie. A new rule designed by F.I.N.A 
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was now in place, however, and unlike 1984, the game headed into overtime. If this new 
rule had not been in place, we would have been the winners on goal difference this time 
around. Instead, we lost 9-7 in overtime and again returned home with the silver medal. 

USWP, MELODY T01H 
1991 FINA WATER POLO WORLD CUP CHAMPS 

L to R, FRONT ROW: Craig Wilson, Robert Lynn, Charlie Haui, Jeff Campbell, David Imberino, John Vargas; 
BACK ROW: Doug Kimbell, Chris Humbert, Terry Schroeder, Mike Evans, James Machinoff, Eric Fischer, 
Craig Klass 

XXV OLYMPIAD, 1992, BARCELONA, SPAIN 

In 1991, for the first time in our one-hundred-plus years of water polo, we won a major 
international competition against a world-class field. The event was the 1991 F.I.N.A. 
World Championships and we took the gold medal over two-time defending Olympic 
Champion, Yugoslavia. Our win t_ook place in the pool where the Olympic competition 
would be held in 1992. Our prospects for the Olympic Gold had never looked better. 

Our Olympic team was led by the 1991 World Coach of the Year, Bill Barnett; over 
half of the team held Olympic silver medals, and Team USA started on the right foot by 
winning its first three games by downing Australia, France, and Czechoslovakia. But on the 
fourth day we lost a lead and the game to a strong and wilful team from the former Soviet 
Union, the Unified Team. On the fifth day we beat Germany, 7-2, and advanced into the 
medal round. Goalkeeper Craig Wilson, who would lead all Olympic goalkeepers in saves 
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for the third consecutive Games, had 24. 
"Sometimes the ball looks like a beach ball, coming in slowly," Wilson stated, 

"sometimes it looks like a golf ball, coming in quickly. Today was a beach ball day." 
A boisterous, home-country crowd of over 10,000 fans (including the King of Spain), 

several missed shots, and a questionable call by a referee was all it took to knock the 
United States out of a chance to win the gold. 

The questionable call came when, with just 3:36 remaining in the game, Mike Evans 
was ejected for kicking Jordi Sans of Spain. At this point the score was 4-3, Spain. On a 
counterattack, Evans was ahead of the Spaniard and heading for the tying goal when Sans 
grabbed him by the suit and climbed on his back. Evans inadvertently kicked Sans and, in 
an unusual call, was ejected from the game. Spain converted on the surprise counter 
eleven seconds later and the game ended in Spain's favor, 6-4. 

It was evident from the start of their game against the Unified Team that the U.S. 
players were disappointed because they were now only competing for the bronze medal, and 
they lost by a score of 8-4. The fourth-place finish was especially disappointing for four
time Olympian Terry Schroeder who had come out of retirement to help the United States 
qualify for the 1992 Games. 

"We just didn't rise to the occasion," remarked a dejected Schroeder. 
Craig Wilson put it another way. "Fourth place to me is the same as twelfth place. 

Even second place would have been the same as twelfth place to me because we came 
here to win the gold medal." 

L to R, FIRST ROW: John Tanner G _ 
SECOND ROW: Mike Sutton, Jeff Cam 
TOP ROW: Erich Fischer, Terry "1'h1~ 

usoc 
~ATER POLO TEAM 

Dmlla:nitv. John Vargas, Alex Rousseau; 
Charles Harris, Kirk Everist, Bill Barnett; 

.n.::.........,..u. Chris Humbert, Craig Klass, Craig Wilson 



XXVI OLYMPIAD, 1996, ATLANTA, GEORGIA 

Following the retirement of nine of its thirteen players from 1992, Team USA faces the 
Atlanta Olympic Games with one of the youngest and least experienced teams in our 
nation's history. 

To meet the challenge, Coach Rich Corso devised a quadrennial-long training plan 
which included a full-time, residential training program in Southern California. The team 
responded almost immediately by finishing fourth in the 1993 FINA CUP, and in 1995 the 
team swept the Pan American Games, setting an all-time record for goals, for/against 
average. 

The team has shown continual improvement and in Chris Humbert we have one of 
the dominant, two-meter players in the world. "We're going for the gold," says Corso. 
"Anything less will be a disappointment." 

COMMENTS FROM THE TOP 

PETE CUTINO, Technical Water Polo Committee - FINA, ASUA 

With the numerous levels of water polo now being played (Olympics, senior men and 
women, junior women and men, Pan Am, youth, etc) there is a tremendous expansion of 
the game, particularly in Asia. 

Congress will meet in 1998 to again review the rules. Emphasis on changes generally 
depends on the site of this meeting. 

Hungary is still number one with Italy, Yugoslavia, U.S., and Russia in a pack. Close 
behind: Spain, Greece, Holland, Romania, Germany, etc. 

In my opinion the game is too physical, particularly at the two-meter. Internationally, the 
direction is to a faster game with better rule interpretation and possible rule changes to 
assist this direction. The IOC/FINA want a more dynamic - faster - higher scoring game 
with clearer and more precise rules. 

Media coverage is big in Italy and their professional league and media coverage of water 
polo generally depends on the number of competing teams in the Olympics and the 
attractiveness to the media. 

Present officiating is not consistent. Top-level water polo officials must make an attempt 
to be consistent so the public can follow the game. This means better training and 
evaluation. 
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UNITED STATES OLYMPIC WATER POLO TEAM MEMBERS 1904 - 1992 

OTE: Apparently no complete U.S. Olympic Water Polo Team roster has been previously developed. 
Several sources were used and they did not agree exactly. Errors are possible. Jim Norris 1996 

**Denotes also Olympic swimmer &/or diver for one or more years 

A - F-
ALMQUIST, DA VE ASST. COACH 1988 FARLEY, JOSEPH P. 1928 
ASCH, PETER G. 1972 FERGUSON, JAMES M. 1972 
ASHLEIGH, DAVID M. 1964, 1968 FIGUEROA, GARY 1980, 1984 
AUSTIN, ARTHUR 1924 FINN, CHARLES T. 1932, 1936, ** 
AVERY, STEWART P. 1904 FISCHER, ERICH 1992 
B- FISKE, DIXON 1936, 1948 
BAKER, GUY ASST. COACH 1992 FOSDICK, DENNIS MGR. 1988 
BARNETI, BILL COACH 1988, 1992 FROJEN, R. BOB C. 1956 
BARNETI, STEVEN W. 1968, 1972 G-
BEACH, REX E. 1904 GAUGHRAN, JIM A. 1956 
BEAUCHAMP, R.H. 1920 GIEBEL, LEO E. 1920 
BECK, KENNY 1936, 1948 GILMAN, J.K. 1920 
BERGESON, JAMIE 1984, 1988 GOESSLING, AUGUST M. 1904 
BISBEY, HARRY A. 1952 GOETZ, H. 1904 
BITTICK, CHUCK G. 1960 GOOD, DONALD J. 1956 
BLAKE, HAROLD 1904 GOODWIN, LEO BUDD 1904 ** 
BOYER, GREG 1988 GRAHAM, FRANK C. 1932, 1936, ** 
BRADLEY, BRUCE M. 1968, 1972 GREENBERG, RICHARD J 1928 
BRA TION, DAVID 1904, ** GRELLER, SAM J. 1928, MGR. 1956 
BRAY, RUTLEDGE "BOB" 1948 ff-
BROWNE, CLEMENT 1920 HAHN, KENNETH A. 1956 
BUDELMAN, RALPH N. 1948 HALL, GORDIE R. 1960 
BURKE, DOUG 1980, 1984 HAMANN, STEVE 1980, 1984 
BURNS, MARVIN "ACE" D. 1952, 1960 HAMMOND, DAVID T. 1904 
C- HANCOCK, L. 1904 
CAMPBELL, JEFF 1988, 1992 HANDLEY, L. deB. 1904, ** 
CAMPBELL, JODY 1980, 1984, 1988 HANDY, H. JAMISON 1924, ** 
CAMPBELL, PETER 1984, 1988 HARRIS, CHARLIE 1992 
CANN, TELFORD 1924 HARRISON, REGINALD 1928 
CARSON, JAMES G. 1920 HEALY, CHARLES L. 1904 
CASE, LEMOINE S. 1948 HEASTON, STEVE ASST. COACH 1988 
CATTUS, JOHN C. 1928 HEBNER, HARRY J. 1920, COACH 1924, ** 
CHRISTENSEN, DEVERE W. 1948 HELMICK, ROBERT H. MGR. 1972 
CLAPP, AUSTIN R. 1932, COACH 1948, ** HESSER, DAVID 1904, ** 
COHN, CHARLES 1904 HORN, BOB M. 1956, 1960 
COHN, EDWARD 1904 HORN, OLIVER H. 1924 
COLE, STAN C. 1964, 1968, 1972 HUGHES, R. BOB E. 1952, 1956, ** 
COLLETT, ELMER C. 1924 HUMBERT, CHRIS 1992 
CORSO, RICHARD COACH1996 J-
CRAWFORD, RONALD E. 1960, 1964, 1968 JAWORSKI, EDWARD L. 1952 
CURREN, JOHN J. 1924, MGR. 1948, 1952 JENSEN, SOPHUS C. 1920 
D- K-
DANIELS, HARRY C. 1928 KAHANAMOKU, DUKE P. 1932, ** 
DASH, HAROLD, N. 1948 KANE, G.K. 1920 
DAUBENSPECK, PHILLIP B. 1932, 1936, ** KEGER,R. 1920 
DORNBLASER, N. "BILL" W. 1952 KELLY, WILLIAM E. 1936 
DORST, CHRIS 1980, 1984 KELSEY, JIM W. 1960 
DRIGGS, OGDEN E. 1928 KIEGEL, P. 1920 
DROWN, DANH. 1964 KIMBELL, DOUG 1988, 1992 
DUNNE, J.E. 1920 KLASS, CRAIG 1988, 1992 
DUPLANTY, CHRIS 1988, 1992 KNOX, EDDIE 1936, 1948 
E- KOEHLER, ROBERT F. 1952 
EVANS, GWYNNE 1904 KOHLHASE, NEILL W. COACH 1956, 1960 
EVANS, MIKE 1988, 1992 KOOISTRA, BILL A. 1952, 1956 
EVERIST, KIRK 1992 KOOISTRA, SAM G. 1956 

KOUGH, FRANK 1904 
KRUGER, HAROLD H. 1920, ** 39 



L- STEEN, JIM 1904 
LAKE, NORMAN "BILL" E. 1952 STEIGER, PRESTON M. 1920 
LAMBERT, ART COACH 1968, 1972 STEVER, JAMES 1904 
LAUER, FRED 1924, 1928, 1932, 1936, ** STITES, JEFF 1980 
LINDGREN, KEN COACH 1984 STRANSKY, GEORGE C. 1964 
LINDROTH, ERIC E. 1972, 1980 STRONG, F. CALVERT 1932, 1936, ** 
LOUGHLIN, MIKE 1980 SUNDSTRUM, GUS COACH1904 
M- SUTTON, MIKE MGR. 1992 
Mc CALLISTER, C. HAROLD 1932, 1936, ** SVENDSEN, JON 1980, 1984 
Mc DERMOTT, M. "TURK" J. 1920, ** SWATEK, EDWIN 1904 
Mc DONALD, DREW 1980, 1984 SWENDSEN, CLYDE A. 1920, COACH 1936 ** 
Mc GILLIVRAY, PERRY 1920, COACH 1928, ** T-
Mc ILROY, C. "CHICK" R. 1960, 1964 TANNER, JOHN ASST. COACH 1992 
Mc ILROY, NED L. 1964 TAYLOR,G.ALBERT 1920 
Mc ILROY, PAUL R. 1964 THORNE, RAYMOND C. 1904, ** 
MEFFERT, ALEX COACH 1904 TIERNEY, DONALD J. 1948 
MEYERS, JOHN 1904 TISUE, FRED E. 1960 
MILLER, JOHN J. 1936, 1948 TOEPPEN,MANFRED 1904 
MITCHELL, GEORGE F. 1924, 1928 TOPP, HERBERT R. 1928 
MOUCHA WAR, ALAN 1988 TUTTLE, WILLIAM J. 1904 
N- V-
NITZKOWSKI, MONTY COACH 1968, 1972, 1984, ** VAN CLEAF, GEORGE W. 1904, ** 
NEWLAND, GEORGE 1984 VANDORP, A. "TONY" L. 1964, 1968 
NORRIS, JIM L. 1952 VARGAS, J. "JOE" 1980, 1984 
NORTON, JOHN W. 1924 VARGAS, JOHN 1992 
0- VOLLMER, HAL 1920, 1924 
O'CONNOR, J. WALLY 1924, 1928, 1932, 1936, ** VOLMER, RON L. 1960 
ORTHWEIN, W. R. 1904 VON HEMERT, THEODORE 1932 
p. VOSBURGH, WILLIAM R. JR. 1920 
PARKER, JOHN M. 1968, 1972 W-
Q- WAHLE, OTTO COACH 1920, ** 
QUIMBY, F.C. 1920 WALTON, FRANKE. 1948 
R- WEBB, RUSS I. 1968, 1972 
REYBURN, AMADEE 1904 WEISSMULLER, JOHNNY 1924, 1928, ** 
RIVAS, FRANK COACH 1932 WEITZENBERG, C. BARRY 1968, 1972 
ROBERTSON, KEVIN 1980, 1984, 1988 WENCK, E. 1904 
ROSS, NORMAN 1920, ** WENCK, FRED 1904 
ROSS, W. "BILL" D. 1956 WHITNEY, RALPH J. 1964 
ROUSSEAU, ALEX 1992 WILDMAN, HERBERT H. 1932, 1936, ** 
RUDDY, JOE, SR. 1904, ** WILLEFORD, DEAN L. 1968 
RUDDY, RAY 1932, 1936, ** WILSON, CRAIG 1984, 1988, 1992 
RUDDY, STEVE 1920, ** WOLF, WALLY P. 1956, 1960, ** 
s - Y-
SAARI, ROBERT P. 1964 YOUNG, DAVID 1928 
SAARI, URHO COACH 1952, 1960, 1964 
SAMPSON, PAUL 1928 
SA YRING, TERRY MGR. 1984 
SCHNUGG, PETER 1980 UNITED STATES OLYMPIC 
SCHREINER, FRED 1904 WATER POLO REFEREES 1932-1996 
SCHROEDER, TERRY 1980, 1984, 1988, 1992 
SCHROTH, GEORGE E. 1924, 1928 GEORGE DRAKE 1932 
SEVERA, RON D. 1956, 1960 RALPH SUMMEREL 1932 
SHAW, TIMOTHY 1984 JOHN CURRAN 1948-52 
SHEERER, GARY P. 1968, 1972 BOB BOADWAY 1968 
SIEGEL, HUGH 1904 JOHN FELIX 1968-84 
SIMAN, JOHN 1980, 1984 TOM HERMSTAD 1972-88 
SLATTON, JIM W. 1972 WILLIAM FRADY 1984 
SPARGO, JACK A. 1952 BOB LEE 1988 
STANGE, PETE J. 1952 BRET BERNARD 1992-96 
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TO OUR GREAT FORTUNE, - ........_.....~~ YOUTH THEY WERE 

TOUCHED BY THE WARMTH OLYMPIC FLAME ... THEY 

FOUGHT THE GOOD FIGHT_ PLAYED THE GAME ... THEY 

KEPT THE FAITH ... THEY BROUG HONOR TO OUR SPORT AND 

GLORY TO OUR COUNTR - S ™PERATIVE THAT WE 

CONTINUE TO SUPPORT ~OT FORGET THEIR 

EFFORTS ••• CONTINUE TO FllL 

HOLD OUR GLASSES HIG 

OLYMPIANS •• .ALL HO_ -

AIR WITH THEIR PRAISES, AND 

- Q_ -oR OF OUR WATER POLO 

~ m GLORY TO THEM. 



TERRY SA YRING 

1996 ATLANTA AQUATIC CENTER 

OUR THANKS TO: 

Amateur Athletic Foundation (AAF); Chuck Bittick; Bruce Bradley; Bob Brogger-The Brogger 
Group; Devere "Chris" Christensen; Pete Cutino; Richie Daubenspeck; Bob Gaughran; Bob 
Horn; Bob & Susie Hughes; International Swimming Hall of Fame (ISHOF); Shirley Ito, AAF; 
Barbara Kalbus; Preston & Rita Levi, librarians, ISHOF; Chick Mcilroy; Carol Fletcher Metten, 
Monte Nitzkowki; Vergie Papalexis, translation; Patsu, titles; Mary Ann Rinhart, USWP; Wanda 
Saari; Michael Salmon, AAF; Terry Sayring, Atlanta Committee for the Olympic Games 
(ACOG); Cindy Slater, USOC; Gary Smith, XEROX of Orange County; the late Jimmy Smith; 
Anna Swendsen; United States Olympic Committee (USOC); Russ Webb, Dan Wolter, screens: 
and Lisa Young, calligraphy. 

Text: Bruce Wigo, United States Water Polo, Inc. 
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